Grade 3 Sample Test Prompt

Voice

Y our teacher is absent and you have been asked to teach your class for aday. Think
about what you would do if you were the teacher.

Write a story about your day as the teacher.

Y our writing should:
e Have abeginning, middle, and end.
e Describe yourself and your class.

¢ Include important details about your day.

Remember to edit for spelling, grammar, punctuation, and capitalization.
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AIMS Six Trait Analytic Writing Rubric — Official Scoring Guide

VOICE

6

The writer has chosen a voice appropriate for the topic, purpose
and audience. The writer seems deeply committed to the topic,
and there is an exceptional sense of “writing to be read.” The
writing is expressive, engaging, or sincere. Thewriting is
characterized by

o aneffectivelevel of closenessto or distance from the
audience (e.g., a narrative should have a strong personal
voice, while an expository piece may require extensive use
of outside resources and a more academic voice;
nevertheless, both should be engaging, lively, or
interesting. Technical writing may require greater
distance.).

e anexceptionally strong sense of audience; the writer seems
to be aware of the reader and of how to communicate the
message most effectively. The reader may discern the
writer behind the words and feel a sense of interaction.

e asensethat the topic has cometo life; when appropriate,
the writing may show originality, liveliness, honesty,
conviction, excitement, humor, or suspense.

5

The writer has chosen a voice appropriate for the topic,
purpose, and audience. The writer seems committed to the
topic, and there is a sense of “writing to be read.” The writing
is expressive, engaging or sincere. Thewriting is
characterized by

e anappropriate level of closenessto or distance from the
audience (e.g., a narrative should have a strong personal
voice while an expository piece may require extensive
use of outside resources and a more academic voice;
nevertheless, both should be engaging, lively or
interesting. Technical writing may require greater
distance.).

e astrong sense of audience; the writer seemsto be aware
of the reader and of how to communicate the message
most effectively. The reader may discern the writer
behind the words and feel a sense of interaction.

e asensethat the topic has cometo life; when appropriate,
the writing may show originality, liveliness, honesty,
conviction, excitement, humor, or suspense.

4

A voiceis present. The writer demonstrates commitment to
the topic, and there may be a sense of “writing to be read.” In
places, the writing is expressive, engaging, or sincere. The
writing is characterized by

e aquestionable or inconsistent level of closenessto or
distance from the audience.

e asense of audience; the writer seems to be aware of the
reader but has not consistently employed an appropriate
voice. Thereader may glimpse the writer behind the
words and feel a sense of interaction in places.

e liveliness, sincerity, or humor when appropriate;
however, at times the writing may be either
inappropriately casua or personal, or inappropriately
formal and stiff.

3

The writer’s commitment to the topic seems inconsistent. A
sense of the writer may emerge at times; however, the voice is
either inappropriately personal or inappropriately impersonal.
The writing is characterized by

e alimited sense of audience; the writer’s awareness of the
reader is unclear.

e anoccasional sense of the writer behind the words;
however, the voice may shift or disappear aline or two
later and the writing become somewhat mechanical.

e alimited ability to shift to a more objective voice when
necessary.

2

The writing provides little sense of involvement or

commitment. Thereis no evidence that the writer has chosen

asuitable voice. Thewriting is characterized by

e little engagement of the writer; the writing tends to be
largely flat, lifeless, stiff, or mechanical.

e avoicethat islikely to be overly informal and personal.

e alack of audience awareness; thereis little sense of
"writing to be read."

e little or no hint of the writer behind the words. Thereis
rarely a sense of interaction between reader and writer.

1

The writing seems to lack a sense of involvement or

commitment. The writing is characterized by

e no engagement of the writer; the writing is flat and
lifeless.

e alack of audience awareness; thereis no sense of
“writing to be read.”

e no hint of the writer behind the words. Thereis no sense
of interaction between writer and reader; the writing does
not involve or engage the reader.
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Grade 3 Writing Voice — Score Point 1

Writing

lliza el Now write your final copy on the following two pages.
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Score point 1 -- The paper lacks a sense of involvement or commitment .
The writing has no sense of “writing to be read.” The writing does not
involve or engage the reader .
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Grade 3 Writing Voice — Score Point 2

Writing
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-| Scorepoint 2 -- Thereis no evidence that the writer has chosen a suitable
voice. Writingis flat and lifel ess. The second sentences in each paragraph
arelists.
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Grade 3 Writing Voice — Score Point 3

Writing
mow write your final copy on the following fwo pages.
FINAL COPY
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The 2nd

Score point 3 -- The writer’s awareness of the reader is unclear. Information
about the bus ride and the movie at homeindicate alack of commitment to the
topic. Thereis an occasiona sense of the writer behind the words (“I gave the
class 10 extra minietus.”). The writing is somewhat mechanical ( Then, then,

then...).
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Grade 3 Writing VVoice — Score Point 4

Writingﬁ‘}é}ﬁg’ 25 +M.‘§hg/’
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Score point 4 -- There is a sense of “writing to be read.” In places, the
writing is expressive (“I would play the computer all day long until my B
fingers burned to flames.” and “Alltogethernow”). At times the writingis |
inappropriately casual (“...and part[i]ed all day.”).
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Grade 3 Writing Voice — Score Point 5

Writing
ow write your final copy on the following two pages.
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'

Znu; !
7
ngqpé’ﬁﬂ.%/ag aood o _ﬂm ot ptr QuUn.
. r s P> P, 77

7
_40" A AN L ] AR .l € Q28 ALy 277400
» N7 A a0, D4 onl
1 aoxt AN E ;L; AL A LA A Po B PN TN &
- Il

W o AL I AL AV -l dmd (A rend L0 24«

Score point 5 — The writer has chosen and appropriate voice. Thereisa
sense that the topic has come to life. The dialogue back and forth from
teacher to student allows the reader to discern the writer behind the words.
The writing shows liveliness and conviction (“I had a great day =
teaching.”).
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Grade 3 Writing Voice — Score Point 6A

Writing

[ellis eyl Now write your final copy on the follewing two pages.

FINAL COPY
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Grade 3 Writing Voice — Score Point 6B

Writing
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Scor e point 6 — The writer has chosen an appropriate
voice for the topic, purpose, and audience. Thereisan
exceptional sense of “writing to be read .” The writing
shows originality, liveliness, excitem ent, and humor
(“No more Ms. Nice Lady”).
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